
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 10, 2021  

Hospitals in South Central Wisconsin see high patient volumes, limited resources 
Hospitals seek community help to prevent COVID-19 cases putting critical strain on regional 

healthcare systems 

Hospitals and healthcare facilities throughout southcentral Wisconsin are experiencing a high 
volume of inpatients, limiting hospital beds and putting a strain on resources.  

This serious situation is occurring across the 14 counties of the South Central Wisconsin 
Healthcare Emergency Readiness Coalition, (SCWIHERC). Its member hospitals are asking for 
our communities’ help.  

To better control the situation, the hospitals are urging everyone to continue being vigilant with 
COVID-19 safety measures, such as receiving any COVID-19 vaccine, masking, and physically 
distancing where appropriate.  

This present high volume of patients spans across critical care areas of the hospitals, like 
intensive care units (ICU), general medical floors, and emergency departments. With resources 
stretched, it is becoming more difficult to receive care close to home if you may need it for 
COVID and non-COVID-related illnesses. 

From July 28 to Sept. 1, the total number of COVID-19 hospitalizations increased four-fold in the 
South Central region. In that same timeframe, there were 5.5 times the number COVID-19 ICU 
hospitalizations. Many rural hospitals have no or limited ICU capability and are all reliant on the 
same limited ICU beds in larger cities, including Madison. 

While the current high volume in healthcare facilities in the region is a mixture of COVID-19 and 
non-COVID-19 patients, a rise in preventable COVID-19 admissions is a driving factor. 
Preventing a further rise in COVID-19 admissions is our focus in this critical time.  

In fact, COVID-19 infections requiring hospitalization are increasing at a similar rate to last 
winter’s surge. With students from pre-K through college returning to classrooms, the Labor Day 
holiday, and colder weather soon driving people indoors, additional increases are expected 
which could stretch resources to critical levels. 

To receive a COVID-19 vaccine, please contact your local healthcare providers, or visit the state 
Department of Health Services vaccine webpage.  

### 



The South Central Wisconsin Healthcare Emergency Readiness Coalition (SCWIHERC) is a 
coalition that collaborates with 29 area hospitals and numerous other healthcare providers over 
14 counties to prepare for and respond to emergencies in South Central Wisconsin. 

SCWIHERC Members signing this message: 
Organization Media Contact Name and Email (if provided) 
South Central Wisconsin Healthcare 
Emergency Readiness Coalition 

Jennifer Behnke 
(jennifer.behnke@scwiherc.org)  

Aspirus Divine Savior Hospital and Clinics Haley Gilman (haley.gilman@aspirus.org)  
Beloit Health System Megan Goggin 

(mgoggin@beloithealthsystem.org)  
Edgerton Hospital and Health Services  
Grant Regional Health Center  
Gundersen Health System Chris Stauffer 

(cjstauff@gundersenhealth.org)  
Marshfield Medical Center – Beaver Dam Dan Baulch 

(baulch.dan@marshfieldclinic.org) 
Memorial Hospital of Lafayette County and 
Primary Care Clinics 

 

Mercyhealth Rebecca Rose (rrose@mhemail.org)  
Mile Bluff Medical Center, Mauston  
Prairie Ridge Health  
Reedsburg Area Medical Center Robert Van Meeteren 

(rvanmeeteren@ramchealth.org)  
The Richland Hospital Lyle Kratochwill 

(lyle.kratochwill@richlandhospital.com)  
Sauk Prairie Healthcare Amy Ryan 

(amy.ryan@saukprairiehealthcare.org)  
SSM Health  Lisa Adams (Lisa.Adams@ssmhealth.com)  
Southwest Health Jaime Collins (collinsj@southwesthealth.org)  
Stoughton Health Laura Mays  (lmays@stoughtonhealth.com)  
UnityPoint Health – Meriter  Nicole Aimone 

(Nicole.Aimone@unitypoint.org)  
UW Health Andrew Hellpap (AHellpap@uwhealth.org)  
Watertown Regional Medical Center Steve Hunt 

(Steven.Hunt@watertownregional.com)  
William S. Middleton Memorial Veterans 
Hospital 

Paul Rickert (paul.rickert@va.gov)  
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